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Senator Max Baucus
Democratic Officers Convention
C
November 7, 1981
Butte, Montana
(Offer appropriate thank yous and courtesies to head table folks
and the audience; then, pause for 10 seconds, get serious demeanor,
and then...)
I have a serious question for you. It may be one you heard before.
(Pause)
ARE YOU BETTER OFF TODAY THAN YOU WERE A YEAR AGO?
C , (Pause for laughter)
This time last year Ronald Reagan chided Jimmy Carter about our
nation's "misery index."
Did you know that the misery index today is nearly 10% higher than it
was in 1980? But that is no cause for celebration.- o r's
Sure we Democrats are looking better all the time. But compared to
what?
To the River Boat Gamble of Reaganomics we compare well. But that's
C not much to compare to.
Although some say the jury is still out on Reagonics, I hope
0 they don't wait too long before the court house collapses.
Maybe it is too early to make a final judgment on Reagonomics,0 ~ L..I LIL~k w~ rn use whas knnoefzeeecs
( y preliminary call is that Reagonomics is a "busted play."
Why?
Because Reagonomics is based onsimple answers to complicated
problems. It's what I call "government by slogans."
And it's not good government;
It's not effective government;
it's not fair government.
Reagonomics has given usthe wrong answers to the wrong questions.
The question is NOT: should we get government off our back?
The question is how can we get government off it's butt?
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The question is NOT howmuchless taxes can we pay live
the good 1 e?
The re question is wmuch tax should we ay to give s a
decen society?
Th question is OT how simple do th answers hav to be to
ge the public to buy them?
The real qu stion is how diffic t are the problems that face
us and what will it cost each us to solve them?
it reminds me of the old saying: for every complicated
problem there is a simple solution and invariably it is wrong.
And Reaganomics is wrong! O ".1LP.
Reagan told us he wo.uldgive us a free lunch -- tax cuts, more de- E.b
fense, and a balanced budget, all at once without any pain. ?A
what didReaganomics give us?
A free deductible lunch for coporate executives and a squirt of
catsup for the school kids.
No, President Reagan's programs are the wrong answers to the wrong
questions.
He puts the question this way: "Are you for me or against ?"
I put th qXitio hi wa .5-
: What should do to creat economic
growth and reduce inflation?"
I am reminded of Abe Lincoln's phrase OF the people, BY' the people,
and FOR the .people. Reagan somehow has it twisted around. He's
as if Lincoln told us "Government of the Rich, by the Rich, and for
the Rich."
Put another way, he has succeded in turning the war against poverty
into a war against the poor.
And yet mosAmericans like Ronald Reagan personally. I admit he is
charming. But don't be deceived. The Gipper has a different mind
set -- he thinks ERA stands for "earned run average.
Yes, Reagan is beguiling. Some Montanans have not picked up on.the
fact that his bite is worse than his bark. But you know it! I know
it! And pretty soon everyone will know it!
Democrats can't wait until Reaganomics' drives us into the economic
ditch. We are working hard now on alternative plans to get our
economy back on course. But we wont do it with slogans. We will
do it by following the admonitions of Adlai Stevenson, who said:
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"Let's talk sense to the American people. Let's tell them the
truth. There are no gains without pain. We are on the eve of great
decisions, not easy decisions.
Let me assure you that the Democrats acgigss the land -are working
hard on solutions. And Democrats at this table are hard at work
at this, too. John has taken the lead on high interest rates. Pat
has pushed hard on jobs programs.
In the 1960's we Democrats worked to give us social justice.
In the 1970's we Imocrats forged policies aimed at energy independence
S In the 1980' we Democrats will work to produce economic justice and
economic dependence.
Befor I finish, I want to say something about the 1982 elections.
Rep licans have a surprise coming. They heard rumblings of that
s prise last Tuesday in Virginia and New Jersey (ed. I hope). But
ait until next November. The Yankees and the Democrats are coming bac
final word about the New Right -- the Radical Right, or whatever'
you might call them. We all know that NCPAC is after John Melcher.
But you know what I think of that? Terry Dolan and his cronies should
be called Nit Pick, not NCPAC.
4Better yet, let's call them what they really are: NUT PACK!
C. And speaking of Packs, or packing, I hope Dolan will follow Herb
Williams and pack usefuleave.
C I also hope that t-hi Republic:~~. will stop r ading George Gilder
and rying tox iin tle govern, nt1 . All t'-I considered,,J woul
ref e ethey reaiiji Will m w boo~ r ejo2j r4r 6 p ate
C) s ctor and do some useful work.
PACad
DRAFT 5 MINUTE SPEECH
SENATOR MAX BAUCUS
DEMOCRATIC OFFICERS CONVENTION
NOVEMBER 7, 1981
BUTTE, MONTANA
(OFFER APPROPRIATE THANK YOUS AND COURTESIES TO HEAD TABLE FOLKS
AND THE-AUDIENCE; THEN, PAUSE FOR 10 SECONDS, GET SERIOUS
DEMEANOR, AND THEN***)
I HAVE A SERIOUS QUESTION FOR YOU* IT MAY BE ONE YOU HEARD
BEFORE* (PAUSE)
ARE YOU BETTER OFF TODAY THAN YOU WERE A YEAR AGO?
(PAUSE FOR LAUGHTER)
WHAT A DIFFERENCE A YEAR MAKES*
THIS TIME LAST YEAR RONALD REAGAN CHIDED 'JIMMY CARTER ABOUT
OUR NATION'S "MISERY INDEX*"
BUT DID YOU KNOW THAT THE MISERY INDEX TODAY IS NEARLY 10%
HIGHER THAN IT WAS THEN?
NOW, I'M NOT HERE TO GLOAT* SURE, THE JURY'S PROBABLY STILL
OUT ON REAGANOMICS* IT MAY BE TOO EARLY TO MAKE A FINAL
JUDGEMENT ON REAGANOMICS. BUT I THINK WE CAN MAKE A "PRELIMINARY
CALL", AS THE REFEREES SAY*
MY PRELIMINARY CALL IS THAT REAGANOMICS -- THAT RIVERBOAT
GAMBLE, AS HOWARD BAKER CALLED IT -- IS A 'BUSTED PLAY.*
WHY? BECAUSE REAGONOMICS IS BASED ON SIMPLE ANSWERS TO
COMPLICATED PROBLEMS* IT'S WHAT I CALL "GOVERNMENT BY SLOGANS*
AND IT'S NOT GOOD GOVERNMENT.
IT'S NOT EFFECTIVE GOVERNMENT*
IT'S NOT FAIR GOVERNMENT-
0
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REAGONOMICS HAS GIVEN US THE WRONG ANSWERS TO THE WRONG
QUESTIONS*
THE QUESTION Is NOT: SHOULD WE GET GOVERNMENT OFF OUR BACK?
THE QUESTION IS HOW CAN WE GET GOVERNMENT OFF IT'S BUTT?
THE QUESTION Is NOT: HOW MUCH TAX CAN WE CUT TO LIVE THE
GOOD LIFE?
THE REAL QUESTION IS: HOW MUCH TAX SHOULD WE PAY TO GIVE US
A DECENT SOCIETY FOR ALL?
THE QUESTION Is NOT: HOW SIMPLE DO THE ANSWERS HAVE TO BE
TO GET THE PUBLIC TO BUY THEM?
THE QUESTION IS: HOW DIFFICULT ARE THE PROBLEMS FACING US
AND WHAT WILL IT COST EACH OF US TO SOLVE THEM?
IT REMINDS ME OF THE OLD H.L. MENCKEN SAYING: FOR EVERY
COMPLICATED PROBLEM THERE IS A SIMPLE SOLUTION -- AND IT'S WRONG*
CANDIDATE REAGAN TOLD US HE WOULD GIVE US A FREE LUNCH --
TAX CUTS, MORE DEFENSE. AND A BALANCED BUDGET, ALL AT ONCE
WITHOUT ANY PAIN*
BUT WHAT DID PRESIDENT REAGAN GIVE Us? A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE
THREE MARTINI LUNCH FOR CORPORATE EXECUTIVES AND A SQUIRT OF
CATSUP FOR THE SCHOOL KIDS*
PRESIDENT REAGAN LETS FORD SELL $200 MILLION IN TAX BREAKS
TO IBM WHILE MONTANA FORD DEALERS GO BANKRUPT UNDER 20 PERCENT
INTEREST RATES*
No, PRESIDENT REAGAN'S PROGRAMS ARE THE WRONG ANSWERS TO THE
WRONG QUESTIONS*
HE PUTS THE QUESTION THIS WAY: "ARE YOU FOR ME OR AGAINST
ME?"
I PUT THE QUESTION THIS WAY: WHAT SHOULD WE DO TO CREATE
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ECONOMIC GROWTH AND REDUCE INFLATION?"
WE DEMOCRATS CAN'T WAIT UNTIL REAGANOMICS DRIVES US INTO THE
ECONOMIC DITCH* WE'RE WORKING HARD ON DEVELOPING ALTERNATIVES TO
REAGANOMICS THAT WILL GET OUR ECONOMY BACK ON THE ROAD TO HEALTH*
BUT WE WON'T DO IT WITH SLOGANS* WE WILL DO IT BY FOLLOWING
THE ADMONITIONS OF ADLAI STEVENSON, WHO SAID: "LET'S TALK SENSE
TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. LET'S TELL THEM THE TRUTH* THERE ARE NO
GAINS WITHOUT PAIN* WE ARE ON THE EVE OF GREAT DECISIONS, NOT
EASY DECISIONS*"
MY FATHER TAUGHT ME LONG AGO THAT THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS
A FREE LUNCH. AND I BELIEVE MOST AMERICANS BELIEVE THAT TOO*
THOSE OF US WHO GREW UP ON THE FRONTIER ARE NOT AFRAID TO
WORK HARD TO MAKE AMERICA PRODUCTIVE AGAIN*
THAT'S WHY WE KNOW WE MUST HAVE FAIR TAX LAWS -- NOT TAX
POLICIES THAT-LINE THE POCKETS OF THE RICH AT OUR EXPENSE*
THAT'S WHY WE KNOW WE MUST HAVE STATES RIGHTS -- NOT A
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT THAT GIVES STATES ALL THE BURDENS WITH NONE OF
THE MONEY TO DO THE JOB*
THAT'S WHY WE KNOW WE MUST PROTECT OUR VALUABLE NATURAL
RESOURCES AND ONLY ENCOURAGE WISE, JUDICIOUS DEVELOPMENT OF WHAT
WE HAVE NOT THROW OPEN THE FLOODGATES TO THOSE WHO WOULD
BLAST, DRILL AND STRIP WHEREVER THEY PLEASE*
THAT'S WHY WE KNOW EVERYONE SHOULD BE ABLE TO WORK -- AND
NOT BE IDLED BY AN ECONOMY DRIVEN MAD BY THE BUDGET PLANNERS AT
1600 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE.
THIS PAST YEAR HAS BEEN TOUGH FOR DEMOCRATS.
BUT WE ARE A PARTY OF HOPE AND VISION* WE BELIEVE
LI
GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE FAIR TO ALL, JUST AND COMPASSIONATE*
DEMOCRATS ACROSS THE LAND ARE WORKINGS FOR THE FUTURE. AND
DEMOCRATS AT THIS HEAD TABLE ARE HARD AT WORK ON THIS, TOO* JOHN
HAS TAKEN THE LEAD ON CURBING HIGH INTEREST RATES* PAT HAS
PUSHED HARD FOR JOBS*
IN THE SIXTIES WE DEMOCRATS WORKED TO GIVE OUR NATION SOCIAL
JUSTICE.
IN THE SEVENTIES WE FORGED POLICIES AIMED AT ENERGY
INDEPENDENCE*
IN THE EIGHTIES WE DEMOCRATS WILL WORK TO ENSURE ECONOMIC
JUSTICE AND ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE*
LET'S REMEMBER WHO THE REPUBLICANS ARE. IT'S THE REPUBLICAN
PARTY THAT PUBLISHES A NEWSLETTER ENTITLED "LAISSEZ-FAIRE*" NOW
THAT MEANS STATUS QUO
WE NEED POLICIES FOR THE FUTURE -- NOT THE PAST*
As WE PREPARE FOR 1982 LET'S REMEMBER THAT* AND REMEMBER,
TOO, THAT IT'S DEMOCRATS AT THE LOCAL, STATE AND NATIONAL LEVELS
WHO WILL GIYE US SUCH LEADERSHIP*
